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RESOLUTION No. 1/43-E
ON
COOPERATION IN THE DOMAIN OF
TRADE, INVESTMENT AND TOURISM

The Forty Third Session of the Council of the Foreign Ministers of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (Session of Education and Enlightenment - Path to Peace and Creativity),
held in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan on 17-18 Muharram 1438H (18-19 October 2016),

Pursuant to the Charter of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation on intensification of
intra-OIC cooperation in the socio-economic domain,

Recalling the OIC-2025 Programme of Action, adopted by the 13™ Islamic Summit
Conference, held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016, and its support for
promotion of trade and investment, transfer of technology, private sector development,
industrialization, alleviation of poverty, among others,

Giving effect to the General Agreement for Economic, Technical and Commercial
Cooperation among Member States of the OIC, adopted as per Resolution No.1/8-E of the Eighth
Session of CFM held in Tripoli, Libya on 16-22 May 1977,

Reaffirming the Agreement for Promotion, Protection and Guarantee of Investments
among the OIC Member States, which was adopted by the Twelfth Session of CFM held in
Baghdad, Iraq on 1-5 June 1981,

Recalling the Resolutions on Economic Issues adopted by 42" Session of the Council of
Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait, State of Kuwait, on 27-28 May 2015,

Reaffirming the relevant resolutions of the Standing Committee for Economic and
Commercial Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC), especially those adopted by the 315t Session of
the COMCEC held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 23-26 November 2015,

Commending the various initiatives launched by OIC Member States towards
strengthening economic cooperation among the OIC Member States and their respective support

for the implementation of relevant OIC resolutions,

Taking into account the reports on activities of the various OIC institutions in the
economic domain, namely: SESRIC, ICDT, IDB Group, ICCIA and SMIIC,

Having considered the Report of the Secretary General,

A. INTRA-OIC TRADE AND INVESTMENT
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Reaffirming the Resolution No.1/42-E adopted by 42" Session of the Council of
Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May 2015, with regard to intra-OIC
trade,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions of the COMCEC, especially those adopted by the
31st Session of the COMCEC held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 23- 26 November 2015,

Taking note of the decision of the Joint General Assembly of Subsidiary Institutions,
particularly with regard to the activities of ICDT and SESRIC on trade and investment-related
issues,

Expressing satisfaction at the steady increase in the total value of intra-OIC trade in
commodities which has reached to US$ 878 billion in 2015, compared to US$ 802.25 billion in
2014, as well as the increase in the volume of intra-OIC trade from 19.33% in 2014 to 19.78% in
2015,

Noting with satisfaction the successful staging of 15" OIC Trade Fair in Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 22-26 May 2016, and various specialized trade fairs in OIC
Member States in such areas as agribusiness industries, health, Halal food, Organic products and
etc.,

Also noting with satisfaction the various actions and interventions of members of the
IDB Group in the area of trade financing, which featured cumulative trade approvals by
International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation (ITFC) to the tune of US$ 6.047 billion in 2015,
and the various business insurances by ICIEC amounting to US$ 5.29 billion in 2015,

Commending the efforts of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC) towards enhancing economic and commercial cooperation
among the OIC Member States especially through the COMCEC Trade Working Group and the
COMCEC Project Funding Mechanism,

Considering the outcomes of the Workshop on “Single Window Modality and E-trade
and their role in promoting intra-OIC Trade” held in Casablanca, Kingdom of Morocco, on 9-10
November 2015,

Taking note with appreciation of the outcome of the Seminar on the Implementation of
the TPS-OIC Rules of Origin organized by COMCEC Coordination Office and Turkish Union of
Chambers and Commodity Exchanges (TOBB) for the participating member states in Ankara,
Republic of Turkey on 26-27 January 2015,

Commending the efforts of the Secretary General for the increase coordination of
activities trade and investment promoting agencies of OIC Member States and OIC institutions
working in the domain of trade,
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Taking note of the outcome of the OIC Stakeholders Forum on Unified Halal Standards
and Procedures, held in OIC Headquarters, Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 9-10 December
2015,

Also taking note of the Report and Recommendations of the Second Forum of the Trade
Promotion Organs (TPOs) of the OIC Member States, held in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
on 23 May 2016,

Further taking note of the Report and Recommendations of the Forum of Investment
Promotion Agencies (IPAs), organized by the OIC General Secretariat, ICDT and ICIEC, on the
sidelines of the 15™ OIC Trade Fair in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 24 May 2016,
particularly with regard to the creation of a permanent body for the purpose of arbitration of
investment disputes among investors or corporate bodies operating in OIC Member States,

Commending Islamic Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture for the
Successful convening of 9t Businesswomen Forum in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on 25
May 2016,

1. Invites all OIC Member States and institutions to take all necessary measures
towards the attainment of a new target of 25% for intra-OIC trade by 2025 as
provided in the OIC;2025 Programme of Action, adopted by 13t Islamic Summit
held in Istanbul, Turkey on 15 April 2016;

2. Calls for continued actions on enhancing intra-OIC trade through additional
initiatives on trade promotion, trade financing, trade facilitation, development of
strategic commodities and capacity building, among others,

3. Also calls for the expeditious implementation of the TPS-OIC, considering the
completion of the legal requirements in this regard and invites the GCC
Secretariat, on behalf of its six member states, and Morocco to convey their
updated concession lists at their earliest convenience to the TNC Secretariat with

a view to early realization of market access opportunities to be brought by the
TPS-OIC;

4. Further calls for the adoption of the OIC/SMIIC Halal Standards related to
products/services and procedures by the OIC Member States;

5. Urges OIC Member States, which have not yet done so, to consider acceding to
the Articles of Agreement of the International Islamic Trade Finance Corporation
(ITFC) and to the Articles of Agreement of the Islamic Corporation for the
Insurance of Investment and Export Credit (ICIEC), respectively;

6. Invites trade and investment promotion agencies to meet regularly for the purpose
of exchanging best practices, capacity building, promotion and attraction of intra-
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OIC investment, implementation of the relevant OIC trade and investment
agreements, and the organization of global and regional investment forums in
collaboration with the General Secretariat, COMCEC and other relevant OIC
institutions;

Also invites the ICCIA and other private sector entities in OIC Member States to
participate actively in the biennial Islamic Trade Fairs and other OIC Specialized
Trade Fairs, Exhibitions and Forums;

Further invites all Member States to continue to submit their inputs to the
Annual Work Programmes of OIC Subsidiary Institutions to enhance
inclusiveness and ownership of OIC programmes and projects;

Requests the Secretary General in consultation with Member States and relevant
OIC organs/institutions including COMCEC to propose modalities for the
creation of a permanent body for the settlement of disputes arising under the
Agreement for Promotion, Protection and Guarantee of Investments among the
OIC Member States;

Takes note of the decision of the 32nd meeting of the Follow Up Committee of
the COMCEC held on17-18 May 2016, which in line with the proposal made by
H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, President of the Republic of Turkey and Chairman of
COMCEC, in his opening speech at the 13th Islamic Summit, welcomed the offer
of the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) on the
establishment of an OIC Arbitration Center in Istanbul and requested ICCIA, in
collaboration with the TOBB, to undertake the necessary work, and submit a
report to the 32nd Session of COMCEC;

Urges OIC Member States to take effective measures, including through national
legislation, that would prevent FDI (foreign direct investments), imports/exports,
sale and realization of any goods or services produced in the occupied territories
of the OIC Member States or goods and services which were produced through
utilization of resources shipped from the occupied territories of the OIC Member
States, as well as not to allow any sort of advertising and marketing activities of
goods and services aimed at propagating the separatist regimes in the occupied
territories of the OIC Member States.

B. TOURISM DEVELOPMENT

Pursuant to the provisions of the OIC Framework for Development and Cooperation in
the Domain of Tourism among OIC Member States adopted by 6% Islamic Conference of
Tourism Ministers (ICTM) held in Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic on 29 June - 2 July 2008,
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Commending the Government of Republic of Niger for hosting the 9% Islamic
Conference of Tourism Ministers, held in Niamey, Republic of Niger on 21-23 December 2015,
and taking note of the outcome of the said conference, especially the adoption of the Executive
Programme for the Implementation of the Framework for Development and Cooperation in the
Domain of Tourism among Member States (2016-2017) and the selection of Madinah Al
Munawwarah (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) and Tabriz (Islamic Republic of Iran) as the OIC City
of Tourism for 2017 and 2018, respectively,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions of the COMCEC, especially those adopted by the
315t Session of the COMCEC held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 23-26 November 2015,

Commending the efforts of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC) towards enhancing cooperation among the OIC Member
States in the area of tourism especially through the COMCEC Tourism Working Group and the
COMCEC Project Funding Mechanism,

Expressing satisfaction at the launch of the various activities commemorating the OIC
City of Tourism Award 2016 to Konya city,

Also expressing satisfaction at the outcome of the Fourth OIC/COMCEC Private Sector
Tourism Forum held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 January 2016,

Welcoming the offer of the Arab Republic of Egypt to host the 3¢ OIC Tourism Fair in
Cairo on 18-21 October 2017,

Commending the contributions of the various OIC Institutions in the development of
Tourism Sector, namely: SESRIC, ICDT, IRCICA, IDB Group, ISESCO, ICCIA and SMIIC,

1. Welcomes the attached Resolutions adopted by the 9th Islamic Conference of
Tourism Ministers, held in Niamey, Republic of Niger on 21-23 December 2015;

2. Also welcomes the award to Madinah Al-Munawwarah as the OIC City of
Tourism 2017 and a similar award to Tabriz as the OIC City of Tourism 2018, and
undertakes to participate at the various commemorative ceremonies and
activities aimed at promoting intra-OIC tourism in these awardee cities;

3. Calls for the early implementation of the Executive Programme for the
Implementation of the Framework for Development and Cooperation in the
Domain of Tourism among Member States (2016-2017), in particular the
establishment of working groups on Islamic tourism and tourism marketing and
the organization of a Forum for public and private investors in the area of tourism
development, which will function in cooperation and collaboration with the
COMCEC Tourism Working Group and OIC/COMCEC Private Sector Tourism
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Forum. In this regard, welcomes the selection of the Republic of Indonesia as the
Coordinator of the Working Group on Islamic Tourism and Malaysia as the
Coordinator of the Working Group on Tourism Marketing;

4. Urges all Member States to organize annual events on Islamic tourism in order to
promote intra-OIC tourist flows, through visa facilitation, investment promotion,
branding and standardization, and capacity building;

5. Calls on OIC Member States and their respective Private Sector entities to
promote intra-OIC tourism by actively participating in the Third OIC Tourism
Fair, scheduled to be held in Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt on 18-21 October
2017,

6. Reiterates its appreciation of the offer by the Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh to host the 10t Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers
in 2017 and calls on all Member States to actively participate in the said
Conference.

C. ROLE OF PRIVATE SECTOR:

Recalling the OIC-2025: Programme of Action, adopted by the 13% Islamic Summit
Conference held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016, which prioritizes the role
of the Private Sector for increasing investment and trade, economic growth, industrialization and
structural transformation in OIC member states,

Reaffirming the relevant provisions of the Resolution No.2/42-E adopted by 42nd
Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May
2015,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions of the 315t Session of the COMCEC held on
23-26 November 2015 in Istanbul, Turkey,

Commending the efforts of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC) towards enhancing cooperation among the OIC Member
States in the area of private sector development especially through the COMCEC Working
Groups and the COMCEC Project Funding Mechanism,

Also taking note of the activities under the ISFD with regard to micro-finance support
for Small and Medium Enterprises,

Commending the role of the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the Private
Sector (ICD), which started its operations in 1999, in supporting the economic development of
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OIC Member States through the provision of finance for private sector projects, promoting
competition and entrepreneurship,

Taking into account the report on activities of ICCIA, especially in the area of trade
promotion, organization of specialized trade fairs and business forums, as well as capacity
building workshops,

1.

Calls on Member States to mainstream the role of the Private Sector for the
advancement of socio-economic cooperation within the OIC, and requests the
Secretary General to host a meeting of major Private Sector stakeholders for this

purpose;

Urges OIC Member States, which have not yet done so, to consider acceding to
the Articles of Agreement of the Islamic Corporation for the Development of the
Private Sector (ICD) in its capacity as one of the members of IDB Group;

Requests OIC Member States to designate their umbrella Chambers of
Commerce as accredited member of the ICCIA, in order to strengthen the
membership of ICCIA as well as consolidating support for this important
corporative representative of the OIC;

Renews its call on ICCIA to actively participate at the organization of the
Islamic Tourism Forum in collaboration with other Public Sector establishments
in OIC Member States;

Calls upon all OIC institutions working in the domain of trade promotion, to
coordinate their respective actions with ICCIA with a view to enhancing the
effectiveness and wider coverage of OIC trade fairs, exhibitions and specialized
forums;

Calls on Islamic Corporation for the Development of Private Sector (ICD) to
prepare the general catalogue on priority areas and investment projects in OIC
Member States;

Calls upon Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry and Agriculture (ICCIA)
to conduct analytical information on the best practices in the field of Small and
Medium Enterprises.

D. GENERAL PROVISION:
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Requests the Secretary General to follow up the implementation of this Resolution and
submit a comprehensive report on each item appearing from A to C to the 44% Session of the
Council of Foreign Ministers.
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RESOLUTION No. 2/43-E
ON
DEVELOPMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, LABOUR AND TRANSPORTATION

The Forty Third Session of the Council of the Foreign Ministers of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (Session of Education and Enlightenment - Path to Peace and Creativity),
held in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan on 17-18 Muharram 1438H (18-19 October 2016),

Pursuant to the Charter of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation on intensification of
intra-OIC cooperation in the socio-economic domain,

Recalling the OIC-2025: Programme of Action, adopted by the 13% Islamic Summit
Conference held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016,

Giving effect to the General Agreement for Economic, Technical and Commercial
Cooperation among Member States of the OIC, adopted as per Resolution No.1/8-E of the Eighth
Session of CFM held in Tripoli, Libya on 16-22 May 1977,

Reaffirming the Agreement for Promotion, Protection and Guarantee of Investments
among the OIC Member States, which was adopted by the Twelfth Session of CFM held in
Baghdad, Iraq on 1-5 June 1981,

Recalling the Resolutions on Economic Issues adopted by 42" Session of the Council of
Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May 2015,

Reaffirming the relevant resolutions of the Standing Committee for Economic and
Commercial Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC), especially those adopted by the 315t Session of
the COMCEC held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 23-26 November 2015,

Commending the various initiatives launched by OIC Member States towards
strengthening economic cooperation among the OIC Member States and their respective support

for the implementation of relevant OIC resolutions,

Taking into account the reports on activities of the various OIC institutions in the
economic domain, namely: SESRIC, ICDT, IDB Group, ICCIA, SMIIC and OISA,

Having considered the Report of the Secretary General,

A. AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOOD SECURITY

11
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Recalling the OIC-2025: Programme of Action, adopted by the 13% Islamic Summit
Conference held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016, especially those goals
relating to agriculture, rural development and food security,

Also _recalling the relevant provisions of the Resolution No.1/42-E adopted by 427
Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May
2015, particularly with regard to the inauguration of the Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS),

Taking note of the relevant resolutions of the 315t Session of the COMCEC held in
Istanbul, Turkey on 23-28 November 2015,

Commending the efforts of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC) towards enhancing cooperation among the OIC Member
States in the area of agriculture especially through the COMCEC Agriculture Working Group
and the COMCEC Project Funding Mechanism,

Reaffirming the Resolution on Promoting Food Security and Agricultural Development
in OIC Member States adopted by the Seventh OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and
Agricultural Development held in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, from 26 to 28 April 2016,

Taking note of the outcome of the Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic
Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, from 26 to 28
April 2016,

Expressing its satisfaction at the increase in the number of signatories to the Statute of
Islamic Organization for Food Security to 31 OIC Member States as well as the ratification of
the same by 4 OIC Member States,

Emphasizing the role of the newly created Islamic Organization for Food Security, as an
OIC specialized institution, in coordinating and implementing OIC policies and programmes on
agriculture, rural development and food security,

Also emphasising the need to address the challenges posed by food insecurity in OIC
Member States, through the implementation of an action plan that features creation of dedicated
funds for SMEs and Research and Development in the domain of agriculture, rural development
and food security,

Acknowledging the potential of the agricultural sector to generate wealth, social benefits
and contribute to the development of national economies, and its importance in enhancing food
and nutrition security in OIC Member States, in the face of increasing demand due to population
growth and the rapid urbanization,

12
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Considering the need to harness the benefits of OIC Member States’ agricultural
endowments through development of value chains, accelerated trade and marketing,

Expressing appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan for hosting
the Seventh OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural Development, and
the Inaugural General Assembly of the Islamic Organisation for Food Security, in Astana,
Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, respectively,

Taking into account the reports on activities of the various OIC institutions in the
domain of agricultural development and food security,

1.

Endorses the attached Resolution on Promoting Food Security and Agricultural
Development in OIC Member States, adopted by the Seventh OIC Ministerial
Conferences on Food Security and Agricultural Development held in Astana,
Republic of Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, and urges all Member States and
OIC institutions to effectively implement its provisions;

Welcomes the launch of Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS), a new
specialized institution of the OIC, to serve as an executing agency for OIC
programmes in the domain of agriculture, rural development and food security, in
collaboration with COMCEC and other relevant OIC institutions;

Invites all OIC Member States and relevant OIC institutions to actively cooperate
with IOFS within the field of its competence and support the latter in the
implementation of various programmes under its 5-Year Plan of Action;

Commends OIC Member States, which have already signed and ratified the
Statute of IOFS, and urges other OIC Member States to accede to the said statute
expeditiously;

Urges IOFS signatories to finalize the ratification of the IOFS Statute;

Recommends to IOFS Member States to make voluntary contributions and
donations to the IOFS in line with the Article 18 of IOFS Statute.

B. LABOUR. EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL PROTECTION

Recalling the OIC-2025: Programme of Action, adopted by the 13% Islamic Summit
Conference held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016, especially those goals
relating to labour, employment and social protection issues,

13
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Reiterating the relevant provisions of the Resolution No.1/42-E adopted by the 42nd
Session of the CFM, held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May 2015, with regard to
labour, employment and social protection issues,

Pursuant to the provisions of the OIC Framework for Cooperation on Labour,
Employment and Social Protection adopted at the Second Islamic Conference of Labour
Ministers (ICLM),

Reaffirming the Resolution on Cooperation on Labour, Employment and Social
Protection adopted by the Third Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers held in Jakarta,
Republic of Indonesia, from 28 to 30 October 2015,

Also _reaffirming the relevant provision of the Resolution on Cooperation on Labour,
Employment and Social Protection of the Third Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers, which,
inter alia, adopted the Statute of OIC Labour Centre in Baku, Azerbaijan and, to this end
requested the Secretary General to submit the Statute to the Council of Foreign Ministers for
approbation,

Considering the huge number of unemployed youth in OIC Member States and the need
for all Member States to collaborate and exchange best practices with a view to reinforcing their
national strategic plans, aimed at youth empowerment and skill acquisition,

Desirous of fast-tracking implementation of the Executive Programme for the
Implementation of the OIC Framework for Cooperation on Labour, Employment and Social
Protection,

Expressing appreciation to the Government of the Republic of Indonesia for hosting the
Third Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers (ICLM),

Also expressing appreciation to the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for its
offer to host the Fourth Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers (ICLM) in 2017,

Further expressing appreciation to the Government of Malaysia for hosting the
Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Competency Management for OIC Countries from 25
July to 5 August 2016,

Commending the various OIC institutions for the implementation of capacity building
and technical assistance projects in the field of labour, employment and social protection,

1. Welcomes the attached Resolution on Cooperation on Labour, Employment and
Social Protection adopted by the Third Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers
held in Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia, from 28 to 30 October 2015, and urges all
Member States and OIC institutions to effectively implement its provisions;
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Requests Member States, which sponsored specific projects under the Executive
Programme for the Implementation of the OIC Framework for Cooperation on
Labour, Employment and Social Protection, to support the effective and speedy
implementation of these projects;

Undertakes to promote measures to encourage intra-OIC cooperation through
exchanges of knowledge and expertise, training and capacity building
programmes on labour, employment and social protection;

Welcomes the offer of the Government of Republic of Indonesia to organize a
Workshop on Research and Studies of Islamic Concepts and Practices related to
Employment Issues in 2017 and invites all Member States to actively participate
in this event;

Also welcomes the offer by the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to
host the 4% Islamic Conference of Labour Ministers (ICLM) in 2017 and calls on
all Member States to actively participate in the said Conference;

Approves the Statute of the Labour Centre of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, which was adopted by the Third Islamic Conference of Labour
Ministers held in Jakarta, Republic of Indonesia on 28-30 October 2015,and
invites all OIC Member States to sign and ratify the Statute of OIC Labour Centre
at their earliest convenience in order enable early take-off of the Centre;

Recognizes the need for the Labour Centre to interact with its Member States
taking into consideration their national priorities and legislation;

Commends the Government of Azerbaijan for its valuable support for this
initiative aimed at improving intra-OIC collaboration in the fields of labour,
employment and social protection as well as the effective implementation of OIC
joint action in this domain;

TRANSPORT DEVELOPMENT

Recalling the Resolution No.5/11-E (IS) adopted by the 11% Session of the Islamic
Summit Conference held in Dakar, Republic of Senegal on 13-14 March 2008,

Pursuant to the relevant provisions of the Resolution No.1/42-E adopted by 427 Session
of the Council of Foreign Ministers held in Kuwait City, State of Kuwait on 27-28 May 2015,
with regard to the OIC Dakar-Port Sudan Railway Project,

15
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Taking note of the relevant resolutions of the 315t Session of the COMCEC held on
23-26 November 2015 in Istanbul, Turkey,

Recalling the OIC-2025: Programme of Action, adopted by the 13" Islamic Summit
Conference held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 14-15 April 2016, which prioritizes
development of transport as a key contributor to sustainable socio-economic development,

Recognizing that development of effective transportation infrastructure is instrumental in
putting the OIC Member States on a path for sustained economic growth, productivity increase,
widening national markets for good and services, and international competitiveness;

Conscious of the fact that transportation infrastructure in the OIC Member States, with
the exception of a few countries, is not keeping pace with demands or needs of their economies,
and their transportation networks, as a whole, remain poorly connected,

Bearing in mind the submission by Senegal of its national component of Dakar-
Bamako-Sikasso-Bobo-Dioulasso Railway project, which represents an important segment of the
OIC Dakar-Port Sudan Railway corridor, to IDB for financing,

Commending the efforts of the Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial
Cooperation of the OIC (COMCEC) towards enhancing cooperation among the OIC Member
States in the area of multimodal transport development especially through the COMCEC
Transport and Communications Working Group and the COMCEC Project Funding Mechanism,

Also commending the support and contributions of the United Nations Office for South-
South Cooperation (UNOSSC) under its South-South Global Assets and Technologic Exchange
(SS-GATE) for the said OIC railway project,

Reaffirming the importance of cooperation and collaboration between OIC Member
States towards developing regional transport networks and implementing cross-border projects,

Emphasizing the need to harmonize and improve multimodal transport and border-
crossing infrastructure, facilities and services along the transport corridors in OIC Member
States,

Recognizing the need for increased cooperation among OIC Member States to address
the issues relating to transport and transit corridors as an important element of sustainable
development,

Welcoming the efforts of the relevant institutions of the OIC, in particular the IDB,

within their respective mandates, to develop multimodal transport corridors in OIC Member
States, and encouraging them to further increase their efforts towards mobilizing financial and
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technical assistance to OIC Member States for the development of multimodal transport
corridors and networks,

1. Calls upon OIC Member States and development partners to further encourage
and support the execution of the Dakar-Bamako-Sikasso-Bobo-Dioulasso
Railway segment on Dakar-Port Sudan Railway corridor;

2. Renews its call on OIC Member States and development partners to extend
financial and technical assistance to the concerned OIC Member States in the
elaboration of feasibility studies of their national segments along the OIC Dakar-
Port Sudan Railway corridor;

3. Calls upon OIC Member States to further strengthen cooperation for developing
the International East-West Trans-Caspian as well as North-South multimodal
transport corridors and encourages all relevant financial institutions to actively
cooperate with the governments of the Member States in financing relevant
multimodal transport projects.

D. GENERAL PROVISION:

Requests the Secretary General to follow up the implementation of this Resolution and
submit a comprehensive report on each item appearing from A to C to the 44t Session of the
Council of Foreign Ministers.
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RESOLUTION No. 3/43-E
ON
MICRO AND SOCTAL FINANCE, SPECIAL FUNDS AND REGIONAL ECONOMIC
PROGRAMMES

The Forty Third Session of the Council of the Foreign Min